The Honourable Company of Gloucestershire Charitable Trust

Report - March 2024 to November 2024

You will already have read Mark Heywood’s report, which was attached to the Minutes of the last meeting, on the work of the Charitable Trust over the past year up until the end of March when he handed over the Chair of Trustees to me after a hugely successful tenure.  I thank him for all his hard work on behalf of the Trust and, indeed, for allowing us to continue to hold our meetings at Mount Farm.

In his report Mark mentioned the Anne Cadbury Award Scheme for Apprentices, now in its second year and organised by Michael Jones and the Business Group.  The awards took place at Hartpury University and involved 15 student apprentices from Hartpury University and College and Gloucestershire College, constituting a 50% increase in the number of award winners from 2023.  Undoubtedly this is a growth area, and I can imagine that Anne Cadbury would have approved of the direction the scheme is going.  It was also intended to include two apprentice stonemasons from Gloucester Cathedral in the scheme but, in the end, it was decided to fund these from General Funds as their age took them outside the criteria for the Anne Cadbury Award.  Work is now underway to review the criteria.

Another exciting development has been the creation of an awards scheme for young performing artists.  In association with 3 Gloucester City based arts organisations, the Gloucester Academy of Music, the Music Works and Strike a Light, a pilot scheme was run by Mark Hurrell, Bill Armiger and the Arts and Heritage Group to offer financial support for young musicians and artists so that they could develop their talents.  The awards were presented in July.  The pilot project has proved to be highly successful, and the trustees agreed to continue the scheme for another 3 years initially.  Thank you to Bill Armiger for all the work he did to set up the scheme from scratch and in pretty quick order.

Looking ahead the trustees will at our next meeting be examining a proposal from the Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association to continue funding awards for talented young sportspersons.  In due course we will also be looking at a proposal from the David Vaisey Trust.  So along with grant applications from local charities and community organisations you will see that your Trust is working hard on your behalf “for Gloucestershire.”  

I would like to add my thanks to Margaret Fuller, who continues to carry out all our administration so well, and to my fellow trustees for all the time and effort they dedicate to the work of the Trust.


